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"Life  Sure  Is"  — words  by  David  Goertzen, 
12  years  old. 
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“That  divine  Light  which  enlightens  man, 

I believe,  does  shine  often  in  the  minds  of 
children  very  early;  and  to  humbly  wait 
for  Wisdom  that  our  conduct  towards 
them  may  tend  to  forward  their  acquain- 
tance with  it  and  strengthen  them  in  obe- 
dience thereto  appears  to  me  to  be  a duty 
toward  them.” 

— JohnWoolman,  1758 
from  PYM  Faith  and  Practice , p.  89 

In  a recent  letter  from  Ingrid  Petersen  of 
Claremont  Meeting  who  has  been  working  with 
its  First  Day  School,  these  concerns  were  raised: 
“It  is  time  to  think  and  talk  about  the  plight 
of  First  Day  Schools  and  about  the  structure  and 
functions  of  religious  education  committees.  It 
is  also  time  to  talk  about  what  we  want  to 
convey  to  children  during  our  time  with  them. 
My  feeling  is  that  Meetings  and  individuals  are 
less  clear  and  united  in  this  respect  than  they 
think  they  are. 

“I  would  encourage  exchange  of  thoughts  on 
these  matters  — not  to  arrive  at  a given  curricu- 
lum or  a rigid  structure,  but  for  Friends  to 
become  more  aware.” 

Jean  Malcolm  of  La  Jolla  Meeting,  clerk  of 
PYM’s  Religious  Education  Committee,  invites 
Friends  in  her  article  published  in  this  issue  to 
consider  our  individual  responsibilities  for 
educating  children  within  our  Meetings.  She 
suggests  ways  of  overcoming  our  inexperience  as 
teachers,  points  us  to  resources,  and  offers 
workshops  to  enable  more  training. 

Newsletters  from  our  three  Yearly  Meetings 
reflect  a common  concern  for  improving  First 
Day  School  teaching,  for  including  children 
more  fully  in  Meetings  for  Worship,  for  creating 
structures  in  which  children  and  adults  have 
opportunities  to  learn  from  one  another  and 
enjoy  friendships. 

Friends  Bulletin  can  serve  as  a forum  for 
enabling  thinking  and  discussion  on  these 


matters.  We  encourage  Meetings  who  have 
adopted  successful  religious  education  programs 
and  community  intergenerational  activities  to 
send  this  information  for  publication.  We  are 
also  interested  in  hearing  from  Meetings  which 
hold  Children’s  Meetings  and/or  include 
children  for  the  entire  Meeting  for  Worship. 

Wool  man’s  recognition  of  the  early  manifes- 
tation of  divine  Light  in  the  minds  of  children 
can  be  corroborated  by  our  own  experiences  of 
parenting,  teaching,  or  be-friending  children. 

His  suggestion  that  we  “humbly  wait  for  Wis- 
dom” to  know  how  to  act  in  relation  to  children 
so  our  conduct  will  acquaint  them  even  more 
with  this  Light,  is  a reminder  that  our  own 
exercise  of  worship  and  meditation  is  the  basis  of 
our  shared  lives.  What  we  learn  from  the 
intellect,  in  meditation  and  worship,  fuses  with 
heart-knowledge  and  the  intuitive,  out  of  which 
arises  all  wisdom  and  creative  energies. 

Shirley  Ruth 


Drawings  in  this  issue  are  by 
Friend  Mary  Lou  Goertzen  of 
the  interior  of  her  home. 
Currently,  and  until  June  2, 
Mary  Lou  and  Ernie  Goertzen 
have  drawings  and  paintings  on 
exhibit  at  Friends  Center,  San 
Francisco. 
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Concerns  of  the  First  Day 
School  Program 
Children’s  Religious 
Education 

by  Jean  Malcolm,  Clerk 
Religious  Education  Committee,  PYM 

The  Queries  and  Advices  on  Home  and  Children 
in  Faith  and  Practice  read  thus:  “How  do  we  help  our 
children  and  ourselves  to  strengthen  our  knowledge 
and  sense  of  our  Quaker  heritage  and  religious 
beliefs?”  and  further,  “Every  member  of  the  Meeting  is 
responsible  in  some  measure  for  the  care  of  the 
children.  When  this  spirit  of  common  concern  is 
present,  our  children  gain  a sense  of  belonging  and 
commitment  to  the  larger  community....” 

These  passages  speak  directly  to  the  matter  of 
children’s  religious  education  and  what  we,  at  the 
Monthly,  Quarterly  and  Yearly  Meeting  levels,  are 
doing  about  it. 

There  are  many  challenges  present  in  providing  for 
the  spiritual  nurturance  and  guidance  in  Quaker 
values  of  the  children  of  the  unprogrammed  Meetings. 
An  inherent  characteristic  of  the  unprogrammed 
Meetings  creates  one  challenge.  In  most  cases  people 
come  to  unprogrammed  Friends  through  seeking  and 
convincement,  which  tends  to  occur  later  in  life  when 
one’s  children  are  at  the  teen-age  level  or  already 
grown,  with  the  result  that  young  children  are  few  in 
our  Meetings.  Largely  because  of  this  inherent 
characteristic,  conditions  are  present  which  create 
specific  challenges,  particularly  in  small  Meetings. 
There  are  the  limited  numbers  of  adults  who  feel 
willing  and  able  to  volunteer  their  work  with  the  First 
Day  School  program,  high  turn-over  of  teachers  and 
child-care  persons,  and  extremely  limited  paid  staff 
other  than,  possibly,  child-care  persons. 

Irregular  attendance  and  a wide  age  range  of 
children  can  be  handled  adequately  if  there  is 
sufficient  determination  and  support  and  a basic  plan 
for  First  Day  School  that  allows  for  ingenuity  but  also 
provides  a stable  structure.  And,  fortunately, 
materials  are  available  from  various  sources  to  help 
those  working  with  the  First  Day  School  to  reduce  the 


enormity  of  these  two  difficulties. 

The  issue  currently  of  more  concern  in  the 
religious  education  progam  of  children  is  the  responsi- 
bility of  all  adults  in  the  Meeting  for  the  spiritual 
development  of  the  children.  It  is  common  for  a few 
dedicated  members  of  the  Monthly  Meeting  to  carry 
responsibility  for  First  Day  School,  while  other  adults 
in  the  Meeting  seem  to  be  uninterested  and  non- 
supportive. 

Some  reasons  for  the  apparent  lack  of  interest  may 
be  these:  little  knowledge  of  curriculum  materials  and 
what  interests  children;  worry  about  what  to  do  with 
the  children  and  how  to  handle  them;  lack  of 
knowledge  and  training  in  teaching  — lesson 
planning,  presenting  subject  matter,  holding  atten- 
tion, motivating  children;  unwillingness  to  miss  the 
spiritual  uplift  of  Meeting  for  Worship;  heavy 
commitment  to  other  aspects  of  the  Meeting’s  work; 
disagreement  about  the  content  of  religious  instruc- 
tion, and  just  plain  discomfort  around  children. 

Lack  of  knowledge  of  what  instruction  should  be 
presented,  and  how,  to  First  Day  School  children  can 
be  remedied  by  ordering  curriculum  materials  from 
the  large  amount  obtainable  through  Friends  General 
Conference.  These  are  written  for  all  ages  of 
children,  pre-schoolers  through  teens,  covering  the 
essential  Quaker  beliefs  and  values,  and  presented 
appropriately  for  various  age  levels.  Some  of  the 
materials  contain  detailed  lesson  plans  and  instruc- 
tions about  how  to  teach  them,  so  that  those  inexperi- 
enced in  teching  children  can  manage  easily.  These 
materials  include  many  ideas  for  projects  and  action 
activities  which  are  especially  well  received  by 
children.  The  telephone  number  to  order  a free 
catalogue  of  religious  education  books  and  materials 
for  children  from  FGC  is  1-800-966-4556. 

For  those  who  do  not  wish  to  miss  Meeting  for 
Worship,  we  offer  these  ideas:  “Service  is  another 
way  to  worship,”  and  “Children  can  be  Quakers  too.” 
A rotating  schedule  of  participation  can  make  the 
stint  in  the  First  Day  School  relatively  short,  so  that 
no  one  person  need  be  asked  to  forego  the  Meeting  for 
Worship  for  a long  period  of  time,  providing  all  the 
adults  in  the  Meeting  do  their  share. 

Sometimes  there  is  an  implicit  expectation  that 
the  parents  of  the  children  will  work  with  the 
religious  education  program.  When  parents  are  also 
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teachers,  parent-child  problems  of  the  home,  such  as 
tuning  out  on  Mom  or  Dad,  can  be  carried  into  First 
Day  School.  Furthermore,  parents  want  and  need  a 
respite,  which  the  hour  in  First  Day  School,  taught  by 
someone  else,  can  provide. 

To  overcome  the  feelings  of  discomfort  and 
inadequacy  about  managing  children  which  some 
adults  experience,  activities  can  be  planned  which  are 
deliberately  meant  to  mix  the  adults  and  chilren.  As 
an  example,  children  and  adults  can  be  matched  in  a 
Special  Friend  relationship  to  plan  and  carry  out  a 
particular  activity.  There  are  variations  of  this  idea  to 
mix  generations,  all  of  which  help  both  chilren  and 
adults  to  know,  understand,  and  care  about  one 
another. 

The  most  important  learning  for  the  children  is 
that  they  are  a cared-about  part  of  the  Meeting,  and 
this  learning  is  communicated  by  the  actions  of  the 
adults.  It  is,  of  course,  of  concern  (but  of  less 
concern)  what  particular  subject  matter  is  presented, 
and  whether  it  is  more  or  less  Christian-oriented. 
Quaker  testimonies  and  beliefs  are  sufficient  to 
provide  a full  instructional  program  so  that  generally 
unity  about  the  religious  content  of  the  program  can 
be  found. 

In  conclusion,  to  provide  a minimal  background  of 
information  and  know-how  to  aid  those  who  would 
teach  if  they  felt  more  skilled,  workshops  can  be 
arranged  and  presented  by  the  Religious  Education 
Committees  of  the  local,  Quarterly  and/or  Yearly 
Meetings.  Basic  ideas  of  teaching  and  relating  to 
children,  including  discipline,  can  be  given.  This 
would  insure  that  First  Day  School  will  have  a solid 
core  of  trained  and  willing  adults  to  teach  religious 
education  and  to  serve  on  the  Religious  Education 
Committees  at  each  level. 

The  Religious  Education  Committee  of  PYM  has 
prepared  and  is  distributing  to  each  Monthly  Meeting 
and  Worship  Group  a short  Handbook  for  First  Day 
Schools,  containing  some  basic  information  which  the 
Committee  hopes  will  be  useful  in  the  religious 
education  of  the  children. 


Reflections  on  the  Meaning  of 
Marriage 

by  Patricia  McBee,  Redwood  Forest  Meeting, 
Sojourner  from  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting 

The  term  “marriage”  is  taking  quite  a beating  in 
the  Society  of  Friends  these  days.  On  the  one  hand 
there  is  the  discussion  as  to  whether  couples  of  the 
same  gender  should  be  included  under  the  definition 
of  marriage.  On  the  other  hand  there  are  Friends  who 
have  left  a difficult  and  unsuccessful  marriage  and  are 
adamant  about  not  wanting  that  name  applied  to  any 
relationship  that  they  may  enter  into.  With  so  much 
debate  around  the  meaning  of  the  word,  can  we 
discern  what  the  core  meaning  of  the  relationship  is 
for  couples  seeking  to  live  lives  guided  by  the  Spirit? 

(Continued  on  page  142) 
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(Reflections  on  Marriage:  continued  from  page  141) 

I have  a deep  belief  that  it  is  a relationship  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  the  Society  of  Friends  and  the 
society  around  us,  but  why?  Where  does  it  fit  into  my 
spiritual  life?  What  does  it  have  to  do  with  the 
testimonies  of  the  Society  of  Friends? 

I have  found  that  the  touchstone  for  me  in 
answering  those  questions  lies  in  what  I believe  about 
God.  For  the  past  several  years  my  meditations  about 
who  and  what  God  is  have  centered  around  the  state- 
ments  in  the  first  epistle  of  John,  “God  is  love;  he  who 
lives  in  love  lives  in  God  and  God  in  him.”  (I  John 
4:17)  God  is  love.  That  statement  may  not  form  a 
complete  theology,  but  it  has  been  very  useful  to  me. 

I know  what  love  is.  I’ve  seen  it  and  felt  it.  I know 
when  I am  in  its  presence.  When  I have  found  myself 
in  a situation  where  deep  love  is  being  expressed,  I 
have  found  there  the  soul-stirring  sense  of  the 
presence  of  God.  From  this  point  of  view  it  becomes 
simple.  Where  we  can  increase  the  presence  of  love 
among  us,  we  can  increase  our  experience  of  the 
living  presence  of  God  in  our  world. 

The  religious  significance  of  marriage  and  of  long- 
term committed  relationships  is  in  their  potential  to 
make  love  real  in  the  lives  of  the  partners  and  in  the 
world  around  them.  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting’s  Faith 
and  Practice  states: 

The  spiritual  journey  of  an  individual  can  be 
enhanced  and  strengthened  in  the  marital  relation- 
ship. The  convenant  of  marriage  opens  the  door  to 
free  and  unreserved  love,  to  forgiveness,  to  sharing 
strengths,  to  trust,  and  to  the  nurture  of  each  other’s 
growth. 

To  the  extent  that  a couple  can  make  free  and 
unreserved  love  and  forgiveness  part  of  their  relation- 
ship, it  becomes  a tremendous  source  of  redemptive 
power. 

Of  course,  this  doesn’t  happen  automatically.  That 
is  where  commitment  enters  in  and  allows  a relation- 
ship to  grow  toward  its  fullest  potential.  The 
discovery  that  we  are  loved  despite  our  flaws  usually 
comes  when  we  have  fully  faced  the  inevitable 
conflicts  in  relationships  and  use  them  as  occasions  to 
learn  more  about  ourselves  and  our  partners.  Without 
commitment  we  might  run  away  for  the  conflict 
before  we  have  a chance  to  learn  that  there  can  be  a 
sustaining  love  beyond  either  partner’s  merit. 


I know  from  my  own  marriage  that  commitment 
has  opened  both  of  us  to  new  potential.  I did  not 
understand  the  meaning  of  commitment  to  marriage 
until,  after  several  years  of  marriage,  my  husband  Brad 
Sheeks  and  I went  through  a period  of  deep  conflict 
and  saw  it  through  to  a mutually  satisfying  resolution. 
In  the  years  that  have  followed,  we  have  found  that 
we  are  much  more  open  and  trusting  of  one  another, 
and  that  it  has  been  a source  of  blossoming  in  our 
spiritual  lives.  We  have  seen  it,  too,  in  couples  who 
come  to  couples'  retreats  which  we  have  led.  As  they 
slow  down  and  really  listen  to  one  another,  they 
discover  new  and  exciting  things  about  their  partners 
that  lead  them  through  conflict  and  into  new  horizons 
for  their  relationships. 

When  couples  can  achieve  this  level  of  confidence 
that  they  are  loved  and  lovable,  they  can  find  that  it 
does,  in  fact,  cast  out  fear,  that  they  can  face  the 
world  with  a new  openness,  and  that  they  can  become 
agents  of  love  in  the  world  around  them.  Knowing 
ourselves  to  be  loved  can  lead  to  living  Friends’ 
testimonies  more  fully  in  the  world.  We  can,  for 
example,  come  to  greater  simplicity  when  we  are 
validated  by  love  and  do  not  have  to  prove  our  worth 
by  acquisition  of  things.  Further,  without  fear  we 
have  no  cause  for  violence. 

For  me,  then,  the  core  meaning  of  marriage  has 
nothing  to  do  with  whether  the  term  “marriage”  is 
applied,  nor  is  it  limited  by  the  gender  of  the  partners. 
Marriage  is  that  relationship  in  which  there  is 
commitment  to  loving  and  learning.  It  is  that 
relationship  which  redeems  our  faults,  removes  our 
fears  and  helps  us  to  make  God  manifest  in  the  world. 
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Forum 

A Disagreement  with  an  Economic 
Diagnosis 

Dear  Friends: 

I have  read  the  article,  “A  Call  to  Confront  the 
Economics  Minotaur,”  by  my  old  friend,  Joseph 
Havens  (Friends  Bulletin  January  1991).  I have  deep 
sympathy  with  his  concerns  but  strong  disagreement 
with  his  diagnosis.  Poverty  by  any  standard  has  been 
increasing  disastrously  in  most  of  the  tropical  belt, 
and  especially  in  Africa,  since  about  1970.  In  the 
United  States  poverty  diminished  very  sharply 
between  1950  and  about  1973.  It  has  been  increasing 
somewhat  since  then.  For  instance,  in  1949  some  7.8 
percent  of  U.S.  families  were  living  on  an  income  of 


less  than  $2,500.00  (in  1982  dollars).  This  is  severe 
poverty.  By  1973  this  percentage  had  been  reduced  to 
1.4  percent,  after  which  it  started  to  rise.  It  was  about 
3.2  percent  by  1982.  More  recent  data,  unfortunately, 
are  unavailable.  Families  under  $5,000  (in  1982 
dollars)  were  13.9  percent  in  1949,  5.5  percent  in 
1965  (when  the  “War  on  Poverty”  started),  3.1 
percent  by  1973,  5.2  percent  in  1983,  4.6  percent  in 
1988.  These  numbers,  of  course,  are  evidence  rather 
than  truth,  but  they  are  important  evidence.  The  rise 
in  poverty  has  many  complex  causes.  Part  of  it  is  a 
certain  decay  of  the  redistribution  system  through 
taxation  and  subsidies;  part  of  it  may  be  due  to  the 
dramatic  rise  in  the  proportion  of  national  income 
going  to  interest,  which  went  from  1 percent  in  1950 
to  over  10  percent  today.  Interest,  on  the  whole,  does 
not  go  to  the  poor.  Also,  during  this  same  general 
time  period  the  number  of  women  in  the  labor  force 
has  increased  dramatically,  from  about  12  percent  to 
over  22  percent.  This  has  had  an  effect  in  reducing 
average  real  wages.  Even  with  the  increase  in  the 
proportion  of  population  in  the  labor  force,  the 
proportion  of  national  income  going  to  labor  has  been 
very  stable,  at  around  73  percent,  in  the  last  20  years 
(it  was  only  60  percent  in  1929). 

As  somebody  once  said  (I  think  it  was  Churchill), 
“Capitalism  is  a very  bad  system.  It  just  happens  that 
all  the  alternatives  are  worse.”  This  has  certainly 
turned  out  to  be  true  of  communism  and  centrally 
planned  economies.  The  market  system  is  based 
fundamentally  on  the  phenomenon  of  exchange, 
which  usually  benefits  both  parties,  though  there  can 
be  exceptions  to  this.  Planned  economies  depend  on 
threat  and  inevitably  produce  oppressive  govern- 
ments, sometimes  monstrously  oppressive,  as  under 
Stalin,  and  as  many  African  countries  have  seen.  If 
the  power  of  the  state  is  not  to  become  intolerable,  it 
must  be  offset  by  private  economic  power.  And  this 
means  profit,  which  is  the  reward  of  the  employer. 

For  in  order  to  employ  labor,  one  must  have  money  to 
pay  wages,  as  well  as  equipment  and  places  for  the 
workers  to  work.  In  1932  and  1933  in  the  United 
States,  profits  were  negative,  interest  had  doubled 
since  1929.  In  those  years  anybody  who  hired 
anybody  was  almost  bound  to  lose  by  it.  It  is  not 
surprising  that  unemployment  was  25  percent.  The 
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surprising  thing  is  that  it  didn’t  go  to  50  percent  and 

the  whole  economy  collapse. 

There  are,  of  course,  examples  of  monopoly  profits, 
such  as  OPEC  extracted  ruthlessly  from  the  rest  of  the 
world  after  1973.  This  was  a major  factor  in  increas- 
ing poverty  in  the  poor  countries.  On  the  whole, 
however,  monopoly,  except  in  some  cases,  is  rather 
unstable,  as  indeed  OPEC  was.  In  the  United  States 
corporate  profits  as  a percentage  of  national  income 
peaked  at  about  14.46  percent  in  1942.  In  1989 
profits  were  6.99  percent  of  the  national  income. 

This  seems  like  a very  small  price  to  pay  for  a 
relatively  free  political  order.  There  is  real  danger 
indeed  that  the  proportion  of  the  national  income 
going  to  profit  is  now  too  low  to  sustain  high  levels  of 
employment,  partly  because  of  this  rise  in  interest, 
which  is  turning  us  almost  into  a usurious  society. 

If  Friends  want  to  get  angry  about  something  in 
economics,  I suggest  usury  is  a good  place  to  start. 
Interest,  in  a sense,  is  the  reward  of  the  inactive 
capitalist;  profit  is  the  reward  of  the  active  capitalist. 
Friends  are  rightly  concerned  about  the  pathologies  of 
the  existing  system.  It  is  one  thing,  however,  to  cure. 
It  is  another  thing  to  kill.  The  great  institutional 
economist,  John  R.  Commons,  once  said  he  wanted  to 
save  capitalism  by  making  it  good.  The  cures  he 
suggested,  which  were  largely  embodied  in  Roosevelt’s 
New  Deal,  were  by  no  means  wholly  effective,  but  the 
idea  of  cure  is  much  more  important  than  the  idea  of 
revolution.  To  cure,  however,  we  must  understand 
the  disease.  In  a very  complex  system  this  is  by  no 
means  easy,  as  we  know  in  the  human  body.  The 
extraordinary  increase  in  the  expectation  of  life  which 
has  happened  in  the  twentieth  century  has  a lot  to  do 
with  our  increased  knowledge  about  the  human  body. 
Similarly,  curing  the  pathologies  of  society  requires 
increased  knowledge,  which  can  only  be  obtained  by  a 
combination  of  careful  observation  and  thinking. 
There  are  still  many  things  about  the  economic 
system  that  we  do  not  know.  But  we  have  increased 
our  knowledge  about  it  very  substantially  in  the  last 
sixty  years.  And  this  is  something  that  Friends  should 
take  very  seriously. 

As  a Quaker  economist, 

Sincerely  your  Friend, 
Kenneth  E.  Boulding,  Boulder  Meeting,  CO 


Letters 

Further  Information  on  Qood  Life  Study  Tours 

Dear  Editor, 

Shortly  after  I submitted  the  article,  “Journey  to 
Earth  Trusteeship,”  [Friends  Bulletin,  March  1991]  the 
sponsor  of  the  Good  Life  Study  tours,  the  Food  First 
Institute,  secured  the  assistance  of  Earthwatch 
Expeditions  to  recruit  tour  participants.  Interested 
persons  may  write  Earthwatch  (680  Mount  Auburn 
Street,  Watertown,  MA  02272)  for  a full  briefing. 

Those  dedicated  to  the  preservation  of  the  Earth 
for  future  generations  commonly  ask,  “How  can  the 
expenditure  of  the  jet  fuel  required  to  carry  you  half- 
way around  the  earth  be  justified?”  It  can’t.  How- 
ever, there  exists  an  “eco-tourism”  industry.  I will 
turn  this  jet  fuel  expenditure  to  its  best  use,  protecting 
the  environment  in  the  long  term. 

Sincerely, 
William  M.  Alexander, 
San  Luis  Obispo  Worship  Group 

Announcing  a New  Worship  Qroup  in  Oregon 

Dear  Editor, 

We  have  started  a worship  group  in  Florence, 
Oregon.  We  are  part  of  the  Willamette  Quarterly 
Meeting  though  not  yet  under  the  care  of  any 
Meeting. 

We  meet  for  worship  at  1 1:00  a.m.  on  the  second 
and  fourth  Sundays.  On  the  second  Sunday  we  also 
have  a potluck  and  fellowship  time.  We  are  presently 
meeting  at  our  home,  04862  Oceana  Dr.,  but  as  that 
may  change,  we  have  two  phone  numbers  to  contact 
for  information.  Our  number  (503)  997-4237  and  the 
other  one  is  997-7024. 

We  started  meeting  for  worship  in  January  and 
have  had  from  5-12  each  Sunday  (also  infants  and 
toddlers).  This  seems  to  be  meeting  a need  in  the 
community,  though  we  also  have  attenders  coming 
from  Coos  Bay,  Yachats  and  Deadwood. 

I really  appreciate  your  editorship  of  Friends 
Bulletin.  It  will  seem  strange  not  to  have  you  there 
after  this  year. 

In  peace  and  love, 
Jeanne  Kimball 


YOU  ARE  INVITED 
to  the 


45TH  ANNUAL 
GATHERING 

PACIFIC  YEARLY 
MEETING 

of  the 

RELIGIOUS  SOCIETY  OF 
FRIENDS 

August  4 - August  1 0,  1 991 

Craig  Hall  Complex 
1400  West  Third  Street 
Chico,  California  95926 


The  Monthly  Meetings  and  Worship 
Groups  that  constitute  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  gather  annually.  We  wel- 
come members,  attenders,  seekers 
and  their  families.  Friends  from  other 
Yearly  Meetings  of  the  Religious  Soci- 
ety of  Friends  and  the  Wider  Quaker 
Fellowship  are  also  welcome. 


WHAT  IS  YEARLY 
MEETING? 

* It  is  a TIME  to  experience  corporate 
worship  as  the  basis  of  our  lives  to- 
gether; a time  to  exercise  our  faith  and 
work  through  the  issues,  finding  their 
resolution  in  the  sense  of  the  meeting. 

* It  is  a PLACE  where  we  do  our  corpo- 
rate business  in  a Quakerly  way;  where 
the  unique  light  of  each  person  can 
shine;  where  we  can  meet  friends  and 
Friends. 

* It  is  a SPACE  where  the  tightness  of 
our  lives  is  opened  and  loosened  and 
where  something  fresh  and  new  can 
enter. 

* It  is  a GATHERING  of  the  family;  old 
friends,  new  friends,  Young  Friends  and 
children. 

* It  is  a COMMUNITY  we  build  to- 
gether, a marvelous  potpourri  of  agenda 
items,  worship-fellowship  groups, 
sharing  opportunities  and  joyful  activi- 
ties. 


PYM  REGISTRATION  — 1991 

Please  read  both  sides  of  this  page  before  filling  out  this  form.  Print  in  ink. 


LAST  NAME  — MEETING 

If  your  family  has  more  than  one  last  name,  use  one  above  and  write  each  family  member's  last  name  with  his  or 
her  first  name  below. 

STREET  — ——————— — _____ — __ — 

CITY  STATE ZIP — 

PHONE  ( ) 


When  will  you  arrive?:  (Su)  (Mo)  (Tu)  (We)  (Th)  (Fr)  Check  if  this  is  your  first  PYM  ( ) 

When  will  you  leave?:  (Mo)  (Tu)  (We)  (Th)  (Fr)  (Sa) 

Complete  one  line  for  each  family  member  attending  PYM.  Please  include  all  attenders'  ages.  This  data  is  used  for 
planning  and  statistical  purposes.  Volunteer,  worship-fellowship  (w/f)  and  accomodation  codes  are  shown  at  the 
right  side  of  this  page. 

CODES 


First  Names  Sex  Age  Volunteer  W/F  Accom  No.  of  Days  Daily  Cost  Total 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

LATE  PENALTY:  15%  late  penalty  if  registration  received 
after  July  19, 1991 . 

CONTRIBUTIONS:  Please  help  with  our  children's  and 
Junior  Yearly  Meeting  programs  if  you  can.  We  budgeted 
$2,300  in  extra  contributions  here.  Please  indicate  amount. 

DEPOSIT:  A deposit  of  at  least  25%  of  the  "Total  Due"  must 
accompany  your  registration.  Please  round  up  to  the  next  dollar. 

Full  payment  is  encouraged.  Your  deposit  will  be  refunded,  in 
full,  if  you  notify  us  of  your  cancellation. 

SPECIAL  NEEDS:  Name:—— — 

- Trouble  with  stairs  Diabetic  diet 

— Trouble  walking  distances  — — _ Low  salt  diet 

Other  needs  (describe  below)  Carnivorous  diet 

ROOMMATE  PRFFFRFNCF: 


ACCOMODATION  TOTAL: 

CONTRIBUTIONS: 

Children's  Program 
Jr.  Yearly  Meeting 

LATE  PENALTY: 

TOTAL  DUE: 

DEPOSIT: 

BALANCE  DUE  AT  PYM: 


The  opening  Yearly  Meeting  session  begins  at  3:30 
p.m.  on  Monday , August  5.  The  closing  session  ends 
at  noon  on  Saturday , August  10.  The  first  Represen- 
tative Committee  meeting  is  Sunday , August  4 at  7 
p.m.  Committees  meet  Monday  morning. 

❖ VOLUNTEER!  Each  attender  over  eleven  years  old 
needs  to  give  at  least  six  hours  as  a volunteer  so  that 
our  Yearly  Meeting  community  will  run  smoothly.  The 
Children's  Program  alone  needs  more  than  1000 
volunteer  hours  and  thus  is  especially  in  need  of 
volunteers.  Use  the  following  codes  to  indicate  where 
you  will  volunteer: 

C - children 

J - Jr.  High/High  School 
S - secretariat 
A - arrangements 
P - phone/communications 
T - transportation. 

❖ Worship  Fellowship  Croups:  Each  afternoon  adults 
will  meet  in  the  following  groups: 

1 . Traditional  worship-fellowship  groups  for  those  who 
can  attend  all  four  days  starting  Tuesday  afternoon. 

2.  Intergenerational  worship-fellowship  groups  which 
will  include  children  ages  6 to  1 1 . We  need  Friends 
with  experience  both  with  worship-fellowship  and 
children  in  these  groups. 

3.  Drop-in  worship-fellowship  groups  for  those  unable 
to  attend  a worship-fellowship  group  every  day. 

Twelve-step  programs 
Unprogrammed  worship 

Enter,  in  the  w/f  column  of  the  registration  form,  the 
code  number  for  the  type  of  worship -fellowship  group 
you  wish  to  attend.  If  you  wish  to  attend  a twelve-step 
group  or  unprogrammed  worship  or  if  you  are  high 
school  age  or  under,  leave  the  space  blank,  (junior 
high  and  high  school  Friends  will  participate  in  a 
worship-fellowship  group  as  part  of  their  respective 
programs.) 

❖ Children's  Program:  There  will  be  a structured  edu- 
cational and  activitiy  program  for  children  and  Junior 
Friends..  Children  are  expected  either  to  be  participat- 
ing in  the  children's  program  or  to  be  under  their 
parents'  supervision  at  all  times. 


❖ Housing  and  Meals.  At  Yearly  Meeting  you 
may  stay  in  the  dormitory,  camp  or  attend  for  the 
day.  If  you  stay  in  the  dorm,  you  automatically 
pay  for  all  three  meals.  If  you  camp  or  attend  for 
the  day  you  have  a number  of  meal  options  as 
shown  below.  Meals  are  cafeteria  style.  Meat  will 
be  available  at  some  meals.  Indicate  any  other 
special  dietary  needs  on  the  registration  form.  For 
dorm  residents  and  campers,  the  first  meal  is 
dinner  on  the  day  you  arrive  and  the  last  meal  is 
lunch  on  the  day  you  leave. 

The  dorms  are  standard  college  dorms  with 
two  persons  to  a room.  If  there  is  a person  you 
wish  to  share  with  or  if  your  mobility  is  limited, 
please  indicate  under  "Special  Needs."  Blankets, 
pillows,  sheets  and  towels  are  provided. 

Camping  will  be  in  a tree-shaded  area  on 
campus.  There  are  showers  and  refrigerators  in  an 
adjacent  dorm. 

❖ Fees.  Fees  cover  registration,  lodging  and 
meals.  The  per  person,  per  day  fee  is  : 


AGES 

Accomodation  Codes 

12  - 79 

2 - 11  & 
over  79 

A:  Dorm  & 3 meals 

$36.00 

$18.00 

B:  Camp  & 3 meals 

$28.00 

$14.00 

C:  Camp,  lunch,  dinner 

$25.00 

$12.50 

D:  Camp  & lunch 

$19.00 

$9.50 

E:  Camp  - no  meals 

$15.00 

$7.50 

F:  Day,  lunch,  dinner 

$18.00 

$9.00 

G:  Day  & lunch 

$12.00 

$6.00 

H.  Day  - no  meals 

$ 7.00 

$3.50 

There  is  no  charge  for  children  under  2. 

Family  maximum.  The  family  maximum  is  three  times 
the  full  adult  cost.  E.g.  for  camping  with  lunch,  the 
family  maximum  is  $57.00  per  day.  (Family  means  no 
more  than  two  adults  and  their  dependent  children.) 

❖ Refunds.  If  in  doubt,  register.  Registrations 
can  be  cancelled  or  changed.  We  will  happily 
refund  your  deposit  if  you  let  us  know  that  you 
cannot  attend. 

Mail  the  registration  half  of  this  sheet,  your 
deposit  and  a stamped,  self-addressed  envelope 
to: 

Joseph  Magruder 
5819  Twelfth  Avenue 
Sacramento,  CA  95820-2408 
(916)  455-0556 


DIRECTIONS 

From  Interstate  5,  take  the  Orlando  exit  and 
follow  Route  32  east  to  Chico.  Continue  on 
Route  32  through  Chico  to  Third  Street  and  turn 
right.  Go  3 blocks  to  Craig  Hall. 

From  US99,  go  onto  Route  32  west,  then 
north  to  Third  Street  and  turn  left.  (There  is  a 
7/1 1 store  on  the  intersection  of  Route  32  and 
Third.) 

Craig  Hall,  1400  West  Third  Street,  Chico, 
California  95926.  (91 6)  345-1 393. 

TRANSPORTATION 

Chico  is  served  by  Amtrak  (the  Coast  Starlight 
and  San  Joaquin  bus  connection),  Greyhound 
and  United  Express  airline.  There  is  also  van 
service  from  the  Sacramento  airport.  Contact 
Linda  Rowell  (preferably  in  writing)  if  you  need  to 
be  met  in  Chico  (443  W.  Fourth  Ave.,  Chico,  CA 
95926  (916)  894-1666). 

WEATHER 

During  the  summer  months,  Chico  enjoys  a 
very  warm,  dry  climate,  marked  by  sunny  days 
and  warm,  beautiful  evenings.  Bring  swim  suit 
and  light  clothing.  Sunscreen  and  insect  repellant 
may  be  needed.  The  buildings  are  air  condi- 
tioned. 

PLEASE  NOTE: 

Friends  are  reminded  that  we  agree  to  refrain 
from  the  use  of  alcohol  and  other  abusive 
substances  during  our  time  together  at  PYM. 


ADDITIONAL 

INFORMATION 

For  all  of  us,  but  especially  for  the  first  time 
attender,  Yearly  Meeting  is  a way  to  begin, 
patiently,  the  rewarding  process  of  building  rela- 
tionships with  Friends  beyond  one's  own 
Meeting. 

There  will  be  an  orientation  session,  which 
will  be  of  special  use  to  new  attenders,  after  the 
first  plenary  session,  that  is,  at  about  9 p.m.  on 
Monday,  August  5. 

If  a Yearly  Meeting  committee  or  Friends'  or- 
ganization needs  time  and  space  for  an  interest 
group,  the  committee  or  organization  clerk 
should  contact  Jane  Mills  at  (707)  539-6517 
before  July  1 . If  the  committee  or  organization 
needs  display  space  or  equipment,  the  clerk 
should  contact  Margaret  Mossman  at 
(415)548-1031  before  July  1. 

Friends  under  1 8 who  are  not  attending  with 
their  parents  must  have  an  adult  sponsor  and 
their  parents'  written  permission  to  attend  Yearly 
Meeting.  Please  include  a note  from  your 
sponsor  and  your  parents'  written  permission 
with  your  registration  form. 


ABSOLUTELY  NO  PETS! 
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Directing  Taxes  to  Meet  Human  Needs 

Dear  Friends  at  the  Internal  Revenue, 

This  is  that  time  of  year  again  when  we  are  asked 
to  contribute  to  our  government’s  illegal  and  immoral 
military  policies  around  the  world.  We  cannot  in 
conscience  pay  for  the  killing  of  innocent  men, 
women  and  children  in  Iraq,  Palestine,  El  Salvador, 
Guatemala,  the  Phillipines  or  any  other  part  of  the 
world. 

It  is  a crime  to  spend  hundreds  of  billions  of  dollars 
killing  children  and  adults  and  threatening  to  kill 
more  people  in  other  countries.  Rather  we  should 
feed  hungry  children  here  at  home,  provide  decent 
educations  for  all  children,  give  homes  to  the 
homeless  and  provide  job  training  to  the  unemployed. 

It  is  criminal  to  develop  and  mass  produce  ever 
more  destructive  nuclear  weapons  which  can  put  an 
end  to  life  on  this  planet  when  we  profess  to  believe 
life  is  sacred.  We  want  our  children  to  grow  up  rather 
than  die  in  a nuclear  holocaust. 

We  are  refusing  $10.40  of  our  war  taxes  which  we 
owe  as  a symbolic  protest  of  the  inhumanity  of 
spending  billions  of  dollars  for  killing  our  brothers  and 
sisters.  We  are  donating  that  $10.40  directly  to  the 
Oakland  Catholic  Worker  to  feed  the  hungry  and 
house  the  homeless. 

We  enclose  a check  for  the  remainder  we  owe, 
$747.60,  made  out  to  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Human  Services.  We  ask  that  you  honor  our  request 
and  allow  the  Department  of  Health  and  Human 
Services  to  spend  it  for  meeting  human  needs  rather 
than  the  Defense  Department  using  it  for  killing 
people,  fighting  wars  and  making  preparations  for  war. 

Further,  we  request  that  you  spend  the  52%  of  all 
American  tax  dollars  which  presently  goes  for  wars 
and  preparations  for  wars,  instead  for  health,  educa- 
tion and  welfare  programs  and  the  United  Nations. 
Our  country  must  stand  for  life  and  peace  rather  than 
death  and  destruction. 

We  appreciate  your  consideration  of  our  request. 
Sincerely, 

David  and  Janet  Hartsough  [San  Francisco  Meeting] 


News  of  Utah  Friends 
Fellowship 

by  Marie  Qodfrey,  clerk  (retired) 

If  Utah  Friends  seem  a bit  more  unprogrammed 
than  others,  maybe  they  are  simply  demonstrating 
their  flexibility.  Mid-winter  Gathering  took  place,  as 
usual,  in  Salt  Lake  City,  but  the  timing  was  a bit 
unusual  — March  15- 17 ! As  it  happened,  March  was 
more  nearly  winter  than  earlier  months,  so  maybe  the 
Friends,  who  held  their  Fall  Gathering  at  the  end  of 
August,  weren’t  out  of  season  after  all. 

Winter- Spring  Gathering  combined  nonviolence 
training  with  fellowship  and  worship.  While  adults 
considered  ways  of  expressing  themselves  in  civil 
disobedience,  children  created  an  imaginative  paper 
dragon  replete  with  heads,  eyes,  and  feathers.  Ever 
flexible,  those  who  danced  Saturday  evening  created  a 
seven-sided  square  so  that  all  could  take  part  in 
swinging  corners  and  partners. 

At  the  business  meeting,  Utah  Friends  approved  a 
minute  on  same-sex  marriage,  previously  approved  by 
Logan  and  Salt  Lake  Meetings:  “From  our  belief  that 
there  is  that  of  God  in  every  person  flows  our 
testimony  on  the  equality  of  all  persons.  We  believe 
also  that  marriage  is  an  important  social  and  religious 
institution.  We  wish  to  encourage  committed 
relationships  whether  between  same-sex  or  opposite- 
sex  couples.  Therefore  Utah  Friends  Fellowship 
supports  the  participation  of  monthly  meetings  and 
worship  groups  in  same-sex  marriages,  conducted  in 
the  same  manner,  and  with  the  same  care,  as 
marriages  for  opposite-sex  couples.”  The  minute  has 
been  forward  to  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  for 
consideration. 

Annette  Greenberg  assumed  the  position  of  clerk 
and  Claire  Leonard,  assistant  clerk,  at  the  rise  of  the 
business  meeting.  They  will  serve  until  Mid-winter 
Gathering,  1992. 

Logan  Friends  are  currently  discussing  the  origins 
of  queries  and  advices  and  membership  procedures, 
along  with,  of  course,  the  Gulf  war.  The  third-Sunday 
discussion  in  February  centered  on  thoughts  and 
feelings  of  individuals  as  related  to  the  war.  Concern 

(Continued  on  page  146) 
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(Utah  News:  continued  from  page  145) 
was  expressed  that  our  government  failed  in  diplo- 
macy and  in  not  telling  the  public  the  whole  story. 
The  tendency  to  see  “other  folk”  as  worth  less  than 
white  Americans  was  also  discussed. 

Friends  in  Jackson  Hole,  WY  continue  as  a 
preparatory  meeting  and  a group  in  Pocatello,  ID  may 
apply  to  become  a preparatory  meeting.  Both  are 
under  the  care  of  Logan  Meeting. 

Friends  in  Salt  Lake  Meeting  continue  regular 
protests  at  the  Federal  Building  and  at  Hercules. 

They  are  also  holding  a series  of  meetings  on  the  State 
of  the  Meeting  and  have  discussed  concerns  about  the 
Gulf  war.  Regular  sessions  of  information  for 
potential  conscientious  objectors  were  arranged  by 
Paige  Wilder  and  Heidi  Neff  and  held  for  the  past 
several  months.  These  will  continue  as  needed.  In 
February  a Peace  Preparedness  day  at  Judge  High 
School  included  a workshop  by  Gordon  Remington 
on  conscientious  objection  from  a religious  perspec- 
tive. 

June  Viavant  and  Heidi  Neff,  of  the  Salt  Lake 
Meeting,  have  recently  returned  from  a visit  to  the 
Snow- Viavant  family  now  living  in  Ponape  (in  the 
Caroline  Islands,  western  Pacific  Ocean). 

Mike  and  Kerry  Travers  and  their  children  have 
moved  from  Richfield,  UT  to  Othello,  WA.  There 
Mike  will  probably  start  another  worship  group.  The 
remainder  of  the  Richfiled  group,  2 1/2  families,  will 
sorely  miss  them. 

Some  members  of  the  Moab,  UT  worship  group 
have  participated  in  weekly  peace/protest  marches. 
Some  creative  discussion  helped  focus  this  group’s 
efforts  on  mutually  agreeable  concerns. 

A new  worship  group  seems  to  be  forming  in  Cedar 
City,  UT.  They’ve  found  a place  to  hold  regular 
worship  meetings.  Moab,  Richfield,  and  Cedar  City 
Worship  Groups  are  all  under  the  loving  care  of  Salt 
Lake  Meeting. 

Many  Utah  Friends  are  eagerly  preparing  for 
IMYM  in  Durango,  June  12-16.  They  share  coordi- 
nating responsibilities  with  Arizona  Half-Yearly 
Meeting  and,  with  major  changes  in  available 
personnel,  have  had  to  demonstrate  a willingness  to 
serve  and,  naturally,  flexibility.  Utah  Friends  may  be 
few  in  number,  but  they  are  strong  in  spirit. 


News  of  California  Meetings 

by  Lois  Vincent , San  Fernando  Meeting 

I have  accepted  the  responsibility  of  reporting 
news  from  College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting  as  well  as 
Southern  California  Quarterly  and  hope  it  is  not  too 
much  to  handle.  If  any  of  you  writers  out  there  could 
share  the  responsibility  with  me,  I would  be  happy. 
Any  volunteers?  I find  that  Santa  Monica,  Clare- 
mont, and  Inland  Valley  Meetings  are  organizing 
writers’  groups,  so  obviously  writing  is  an  activity  that 
engages  the  interest  of  Quakers. 

News  Items  from  the  College  Park  Quarter : 

Berkeley  Meeting  continues  its  vigils  of  many 
years  against  the  University  of  California’s  involve- 
ment with  the  nuclear  labs  at  Livermore  and  Los 
Alamos.  A vigil  is  held  on  Sundays  at  the  entrance  to 
the  University  and  one  on  Thursdays  in  front  of  the 
Regents’  office.  This  meetings  is  also  conducting  a 
series  of  discussions  on  prayer  which  includes  a time 
for  prayer.  Davis  Meeting,  too,  plans  for  a workshop 
and  sessions  on  prayer  and  has  an  ad  hoc  committee 
studying  the  problems  of  evil  also. 

The  Fresno  Meeting  newsletter  prints  an  impres- 
sive list  of  new  books  and  pamphlets  in  their  library 
and  posts  the  list  on  the  library  door.  The  meeting  is 
organizing  small  “Friendly  Eights”  groups  to  become 
better  acquainted.  Similarly,  Santa  Cruz  Meeting  has 
“Friendly  Dinners”  and  the  newsletter  reports  hosts 
and  conveners  for  seven  such  occasions. 

Honolulu  Meeting  calls  their  newsletter  “Kamaka- 
maka”  (The  Friend).  It  lists  times  and  addresses  for 
five  meetings  for  worship  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  It 
also  prints  the  names  of  visitors  to  the  Friends  Center 
who  come  from  all  over  the  world  and  all  the  states  of 
our  country. 

Meetings  do  various  kinds  of  work  with  and  for 
prisoners.  San  Diego  Meeting  works  with  the 
Alternatives  to  Violence  Program.  This  program  for 
workshops  conducted  in  prisons  on  conflict  resolution 
is  growing  nation-wide  and  has  been  welcomed  by 
prison  officials.  Marin  Meeting  works  with  the 
“Packages  for  Prisoners”  effort  by  listing  the  accept- 
able items  of  food,  clothing,  and  such  things  as  books 
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and  toilet  articles,  in  the  newsletter.  A time  for 
sorting  and  packaging  is  scheduled.  Santa  Barbara 
Meeting  holds  Meetings  for  Worship  once  a month 
for  prisoners  in  Lompoc  Prison. 

Two  meetings  describe  interesting  activities 
around  new  meetinghouses  in  their  newsletters. 
Visalia  Meeting  advises  members  and  attenders  that 
“during  this  cool  weather  we  must  collect  rocks  for 
the  facing  of  the  meetinghouse”  and  fill  pallets  for  the 
tractor-trailer  to  haul  to  the  new  meetinghouse.  The 
newsletter  of  Redwood  Forest  Meeting  notes  an  after- 
meeting  discussion  on  progress  of  planning  their  new 
meetinghouse  which  included  a presentation  by  Paul 
Harris  of  the  Quaker  philosophy  behind  the  architec- 
tural planning  of  the  new  meetinghouse. 

There  is  Quaker  activity  in  Northern  California 
beyond  the  Bay  Area.  Redwood  Forest  Meeting  lists 
three  Worship  Groups  under  its  care  — Napa* 
Sonoma,  Mendocino,  and  Ukiah-Lake  County.  The 
Areata  Meeting  (which  also  used  to  be  a Worship 
Group  under  Redwood  Forest  Meeting)  has  now 
become  a full-fledged  meeting  and  has  taken  South' 
ern  Humboldt  Worship  Group  under  its  care. 

San  Francisco  Meeting  is  pursuing  serious  religious 
study.  In  addition  to  the  Adult  Religious  Discussion 
Group,  a weekly  reading/study  group  meets  and  is  now 
considering  “A  Living  Faith.”  The  meeting  had  an  art 
show  which  featured  the  art  of  their  First  Day  School 
children.  San  Francisco  Meeting  is  in  process  of 
selling  their  meetinghouse  and  acquiring  another 
which  will  be  wheelchair  accessible. 

San  Jose  Meeting’s  newsletter  reflects  a sense  of 
humor.  The  Meeting  has  an  “Inreach  Committee”  as 
well  as  an  “Outreach  Committee.”  It  advises  its 
recorder  to  write  minutes  with  “brevity  and  levity.”  It 
reports  a continuing  boycott  of  grapes  that  aren’t 
organically  grown  without  pesticides  and  avers  that 
Brinton  House  is  a “grape  free  zone.” 

Items  from  Southern  California : 

Santa  Monica  Meeting  is  appealing  to  Quaker 
interest  in  economics  by  scheduling  Joseph  Havens  to 
present  “A  Friends  View  of  World  Economics.”  The 
M.  <Sl  O.  Committee  plans  a series  of  articles  for  the 
newsletter  on  alcoholism  and  drug  abuse.  Meeting 
heard  an  interesting  presentation  on  Co-Housing  as 
innovated  in  Denmark,  where  thirty  families  buy  land 


and  plan  their  own  community. 

Orange  County  Meeting  is  printing  a pamphlet  on 
alternative  job  and  educational  opportunities  to  be 
distributed  to  potential  military  enlistees  and  has 
discussed  the  need  for  more  contact  with  high  schools 
and  school  districts  to  distribute  the  pamphlet. 

Inland  Valley  Meeting  added  an  additional 
amount  to  their  AFSC  support  allocated  to  Middle 
East  relief.  Some  concerns  about  Service  Committee 
programs  were  examined  and  it  was  recommended 
that  work  camps  be  re-established. 

Meeting  Notes: 

Palo  Alto  Meeting  is  arranging  a series  of 
“Meetings  for  Concerns”  following  Worship. 

Claremont  Meeting  is  conducting  a series  in  which 
Friends  share  their  spiritual  journeys  after  Worship. 

Redwood  Forest  Meeting  holds  a Meeting  for 
Healing  at  9:15  a.m.  before  Worship. 

Orange  County  Meeting  is  planning  a Meeting 
Family  Hour. 

Sacramento  Meeting  newsletter  prints  a schedule 
of  monthly  duties  which  includes  “Opening  Building, 
First  Day  School,  Refreshments,  and  Closing 
Building.” 

Send  news  and/or  newsletters  to:  Lois  Vincent, 
14200  Grammar  PL,  Panorama  City,  CA  91402. 

News  of  Colorado  Regional 
Meetings 

by  Jim  Ray,  Mountain  View  Friends  Meeting 

At  the  Continuing  Committee  Meeting  for 
IMYM  in  February  the  resolutions  relative  to  the 
IMYM-AFSC  relationship  and  affiliation  at  IMYM 
with  Friends  in  Unity  with  Nature  were  held-over 
pending  IMYM  in  June  (12-16)  in  Durango. 

Wyoming  Friends  Meeting  (WFM),  made  up  of 
groups  in  Jackson,  Sheridan,  Laramie,  Casper,  Lander 
and  Logan  had  their  winter  gathering  in  Jackson  on 
January  12-13.  Their  newsletter  editor,  Chelsea 
Kesselheim,  published  an  informative  issue.  Items 
included:  the  opening  of  business  meeting  with  a 
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(Colorado  Regional  News:  continued  from  page  1 47) 
“creative  listening”  session;  sharing  each  others' 
experiences  with  being  drawn  to  — or  disturbed  by  — 
Quakerism,  which  was  both  “relevant  and  revealing"; 
addressing  the  procedures  and  concerns  for  turning 
attenders  into  members;  counseling  members  who  are 
facing  death;  joining  with  the  Wyoming  Church 
Coalition  which  is  aimed  at  influencing  State 
Legislature  through  their  lobbyist,  Linda  Kirkbride. 
WFM  was  represented  at  the  Continuing  Committee 
in  February,  noted  above.  Their  gatherings  are  con- 
ducted roughly  every  other  month  starting  in  January. 

Boulder  Meeting  held  the  Spring  Colorado 
Regional  Meeting  at  their  Meeting  House  on  April 
28.  The  theme  was  “Quaker  Practice  Here  and  Now,” 
with  Eric  Wright,  Mountain  View  Friends’  Clerk, 
addressing  our  concerns  and  questions  in  the 
aftermath  of  the  Gulf  war.  Boulder  Meeting  conducts 
a Program  Hour  each  first  day  — except  Business 
Meetings  — in  which  topics  such  as  Homelessness, 
Latin  America,  Border  Lines  Project,  and  “Problems 
of  Cathedral  Forest”  are  presented  and  often  dis- 
cussed. 

Fort  Collins  Meeting  conducted  a threshing 
session  the  end  of  February  about  its  responsibility  to 
conduct  Business  Meetings  in  the  manner  of  Friends 
— as  a collective  responsibility  (“not  just  the 
Clerk’s. . .”).  At  the  Continuing  Committee  Meeting 
(see  above)  a suggestion  was  made  that  an  IMYM 
Faith  and  Practice  should  begin  by  considering  the 
process  of  writing  a state-of-the-meeting  report. 
Mountain  View  Friends  held  their  annual  “School  of 
the  Spirit”  over  the  March  8-10  weekend  when  all 
Friends  in  the  Region  were  welcome  to  hear  Friends 
Journal  editor  Vinton  Deming  as  our  guest  speaker. 
Friday  evening  he  led  us  through  a disarming,  im- 
mensely human  depiction  of  his  journey  into  the 
Quaker  way.  This  was  followed  Saturday  morning  by 
group  searches  into  finding  the  basis  of  community 
while  wrestling  with  our  differences.  Sunday  morning 
he  spent  an  hour  with  Young  Friends  reading  from 
Vesta  McCullough’s  book  The  Way  of  Friends  and 
ended  with  songs.  After  a potluck  lunch  Vinton 
finished  the  weekend  with  observations  on  Friends’ 
current  concerns  from  choices  of  life  to  our  relation- 
ships with  Jesus  as  the  living  embodiment  of  the  God 
within.  The  West  Side  First  Day  School  received  an 


award  from  the  Monteverde  Conservation  League  for 
the  childrens’  purchase  of  a half-acre  of  land  to  help 
create  an  International  Children’s  Rainforest. 

IBook  Review 

by  Richard  Bear,  Eugene  Meeting,  OR 

Lois  Barton,  A Quaker  Promise  Kept, 

Spencer  Butte  Press,  84889  Harry  Taylor 
Rd.,  Eugene,  OR  97405.  $14.95.  128  pp. 

In  1791  a chief  of  the  Seneca  Indians,  Cornplan- 
ter,  wrote  a letter  to  Friends  in  Philadelphia.  He 
requested  their  help  in  educating  the  children  of  his 
people,  beginning  with  three  boys,  including  his  son. 

We  wish  them  to  be  instructed  to  read  and  to 
write  and  such  other  things  as  you  teach  your 
own  Children,  and  especially  teach  them  to  love 
peace — Brothers,  You  know  that  it  is  not  in  our 
power  to  pay  you  for  the  education  of  these  three 
boys  . . . you  must,  if  you  do  this  thing  look  up  to 
God  for  your  reward. 

In  response,  Philadelphia  Quakers  put  together  a 
plan  for  schooling  young  Allegheny  Senecas  that  was 
to  lead  to  a relationship  lasting  from  the  eighteenth 
century  to  the  1960s.  Cornplanter  had  specified  that 
his  people  could  not  pay  for  this  assistance.  Friends 
felt  this  was  agreeable  and  a promise  was  made  never 
to  charge  for  this  educational  work.  At  the  time  the 
work  was  laid  down,  the  promise  had  been  kept  for 
over  150  years. 

The  latest  offering  from  Spencer  Butte  Press,  Lois 
Barton’s  A Quaker  Promise  Kept  tells  the  important 
but  little-known  story  of  this  relationship.  Barton’s 
prose  is  clear  and  informative,  telling  a good  story 
based  on  solid  scholarship  and  personal  experience 
(she  was  on  the  staff  of  Friends  Indian  School  in 
1938).  There  are  also  many  illustrations,  including 
historic  photographs  never  before  published,  quoted 
passages  from  diaries,  journals,  and  Meeting  minutes, 
and  interviews  with  former  staff. 

Lois  Barton  is  a twelfth  generation  Quaker  and 
member  of  Eugene  Monthly  Meeting.  She  is  familiar 
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to  many  readers  as  the  author  of  Spencer  Butte 
Pioneers,  a record  of  the  early  settlers  of  a community 
in  Oregon;  Daughter  of  the  Soil,  a moving  autobiogra- 
phy in  poems;  and  other  books,  poetry  and  articles.  A 
Quaker  Promise  Kept  continues  her  tradition  of 
presenting  scholarly  material  in  an  engaging  way  that 
is  accessible  to  the  general  reader  without  sacrificing 
historiography.  Not  only  is  this  story  of  Friends  and 
their  Native  American  friends  well  told  but  it  is  well 
chosen.  Quaker  historians  have  hitherto  focused  on 
work  with  tribes  in  Oklahoma,  and  while  some 
readers  have  been  aware  of  the  shameful  treatment 
accorded  the  Allegheny  Senecas  during  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Kinzua  Dam  and  the  flooding  of  their 
homeland  in  the  1960s,  it  has  remained  for  Lois 
Barton  to  trace  the  record  of  the  Quaker  commitment 
to  a promise  made  so  long  ago.  A Quaker  Promise  Kept 
belongs  on  the  shelf  of  every  Friend,  historian, 
educator,  and  general  reader  interested  in  history. 

Attractively  printed  and  bound  in  softcover  format 
on  acid-free  recycled  paper,  A Quaker  Promise  Kept, 
128  pages,  is  available  for  $14.95  from  Spencer  Butte 
Press,  84889  Harry  Taylor  Road,  Eugene,  Oregon 
97405. 

Announcements 

PYM  Secretariat  Seeks  Paid  Staff 

The  Secretariat  Committee  of  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  is  seeking  to  fill  the  following  paid  staff 
positions  for  August  in  Chico. 

• Copier  Techie : a 3/4  time  position.  $200  + 7 days 
room  and  board. 

• Reception  M acFriendly.  a 1/2  time  position.  $150  + 

6 days  room  and  board. 

• Daily  Paper  Publisher:  a 1/2  time  position.  $150  + 6 
days  room  and  board. 

• Experienced  Word  Processor:  a 1/2  time  position. 
$150  + 6 days  room  and  board. 

• Packet  Compiler:  a 1/2  time  position.  $150  + 4-6 
days  room  and  board. 

All  of  the  people  in  these  positions  work  coopera- 
tively with  the  fulltime  coordinator.  For  further 
information  or  to  apply,  call  or  write  Stephen  McNeil, 
841-14thSt.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114,  (415)  752- 
7766. 


New  Friends  World  Committee 
General  Secretary  Appointed 

The  FWCC  Interim  Committee  is  pleased  to 
announce  the  appointment  from  January  1992  of 
Thomas  Fuller  Taylor  as  the  12th  General  Secretary 
of  FWCC.  This  follows  a wide  search  for  a Friend  to 
replace  Val  Ferguson  who  will  leave  the  post  at  the 
end  of  this  year. 

Thomas  Taylor  came  as  Associate  Secretary  to  the 
FWCC  World  Office  in  early  1986  from  Ann  Arbor, 
Michigan  where  he  and  his  wife  Nancy  Emmons 
Taylor,  had  been  active  Friends  for  18  years.  He  was 
already  familiar  with  FWCC,  having  served  on  the 
Section  of  the  Americas’  Executive,  Nominating  and 
Personnel  Committees.  Both  Tom  and  Nancy  were 
born  into  Quaker  families  and  their  background  spans 
a wide  range  of  Quakerism,  having  close  personal  ties 
with  Friends  in  all  branches  of  the  American  family  of 
Friends. 

As  Associate  Secretary  of  FWCC  for  the  past  5 1/2 
years  Thomas  has  traveled  widely  among  Friends  in  35 
different  countries,  to  listen,  to  minister  and  to  further 
the  goals  of  FWCC. 

Memorial 

Minutes 

Winifred  Crosman 

Winifred  Wildman  Crosman  was  born  May  8, 

1899  at  Selma,  Ohio,  the  daughter  of  Alvin  E.  and 
Anna  W.  Wildman.  She  graduated  from  the  small 
local  high  school  in  1917  and  from  Earlham  College 
in  Richmond,  Indiana  in  1922.  She  was  invited  to 
Tucson,  Arizona  as  General  Secretary  of  the  YWCA. 
From  there  she  moved  to  Muncie,  Indiana  where  she 
served  as  Business  and  Industrial  Girls  Secretary  of  the 
YWCA  until  there  was  an  opening  as  General 
Secretary  in  the  Y at  Richmond,  Indiana. 

When  Pendle  Hill  at  Wallingford,  Pennsylvania 
opened  in  1929,  Winifred  was  one  of  the  charter 
students. 

After  Pendle  Hill,  Winifred  worked  in  the  office  of 
(Continued  on  page  1 50) 
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( Memorial  Minutes:  continued  from  page  14 9) 
the  American  Friends  Service  Committee  in 
Philadelphia. 

During  a coal  strike  in  1933  and  1934  in  Kentucky, 
the  Service  Committee  engaged  Winifred  to  organize 
and  conduct  a child- feeding  program  in  some  of  the 
schools  in  Harlan  County. 

Later  she  resumed  YWCA  work.  At  various  times 
in  Winifred’s  life  she  directed  a retreat  house,  worked 
with  foreign  students  at  Earlham  College  and  in  the 
administrative  office  of  Wilmington  College. 

In  Ann  Arbor  Winifred  managed  a home  for 
foreign  graduate  students  at  the  University  of 
Michigan  until  her  marriage  to  Hurford  Crosman  in 
1959.  Together  they  were  called  by  the  American 
Friends  Board  of  Foriegn  Missions  to  go  to  Kenya  as 
bookkeepers  at  the  mission  in  Kaimosi. 

When  their  term  in  Africa  ended,  they  closed  their 
home  in  Ann  Arbor  and  moved  to  Tucson.  Their 
next  and  last  move  took  them  to  the  Beatitudes,  the 
Campus  of  Care,  in  Phoenix.  After  Hurford  died  in 
1987  Winifred  moved  from  their  apartment  to  a room 
in  the  “Lodge,”  where  she  died  November  5,  1990,  at 
age  91. 

Six  brothers  and  sisters  are  deceased.  Surviving  is 
one  sister,  Eleanor  Wildman  Lippincott  in  Mount 
Laurel,  New  Jersey  and  several  nephews  and  nieces. 

J.  Randolph  Hutchins 

J.  Randolph  Hutchins,  a member  of  Orange  Grove 
Friends  Meeting  since  1939,  died  at  his  home  in 
Stockton  on  November  6,  1990  at  the  age  of  84.  He 
was  born  in  Camameo,  Sonora,  Mexico  July  26,  1906, 
the  son  of  Conrad  E.  Hutchins  and  Josephine  A.  Lash. 
He  received  his  A.B.  degree  at  UCLA  in  1928  and 
joined  Orange  Grove  Meeting  March  12,  1939.  He 
taught  at  Sidwell  Friends  School  (1942),  Lewis  and 
Clark  (1944-46),  received  his  M.A.  degree  in  history 
ffomU.S.C.  in  1947. 

He  left  Pasadena  in  1954  and  joined  the  faculty  of 
the  College  of  the  Pacific  in  Stockton,  California  as 
Associate  Professor  of  History  and  Director  of  the 
California  History  Foundation.  Subsequently  he  was 
promoted  to  full  Professor  of  History  at  the  now 
University  of  the  Pacific;  but  mid-year  1967-68,  he 
abruptly  resigned  from  the  faculty,  and  until  his  death 


was  not  affiliated  with  any  institution. 

He  never  married.  Much  of  his  adult  life  in 
Stockton  was  spent  taking  care  of  his  mother.  Since 
his  retirement  from  teaching,  he  took  up  his  second 
love,  that  of  botany,  and  spent  much  time  in 
botanical  institutes  and  museums  in  Europe.  During 
the  thirty-five  years  he  was  in  Stockton,  he  main- 
tained a corresponding  relationship  with  Orange 
Grove  Meeting  and  some  of  its  members. 

Henrik  Anderson 

It  is  not  easy  to  take  the  measure  of  a man.  Henrik 
Arthur  Anderson  was  especially  difficult  to  measure 
because  the  stength  of  his  convictions  was  infinite. 
Rik’s  life,  however,  had  a constant  theme  which  was 
his  love  of  humanity  shown  by  his  life-long  commit- 
ment to  pacifism. 

Rik  was  born  on  January  25,  1918,  in  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  to  Swedish  parents.  At  the  age  of  one, 
he  returned  to  Sweden  and  lived  there  until  he  was 
three.  Swedish  was  his  first  language  as  a result  of  his 
early  childhood  experience,  and  he  enjoyed  reading 
and  speaking  Swedish  all  of  his  life. 

Rik  and  his  family  returned  to  Hartford  in  1921 
and  lived  there  until  the  death  of  Rik’s  father.  In 
1931,  Rik  moved  to  Arizona  with  his  mother  and 
brother  and  lived  on  the  Salt  River  Indian  Reserva- 
tion with  his  aunt  who  was  a nurse. 

As  a student  at  Phoenix  Union  High  School  and 
Phoenix  College,  his  pacifist  beliefs  began  to  take 
root.  During  his  studies  at  the  University  of  Arizona, 
Rik  joined  the  Student  Peace  Council  and  contacted 
Olive  Goodykoontz  to  find  out  about  the  Quakers. 
She  recommended  he  join  the  Wider  Quaker 
Fellowship. 

During  WW  II  Rik  worked  for  the  Fellowship  of 
Reconciliation  and  taught  European  refugees  to  speak 
English  until  he  was  sent  to  a civilian  public  service 
camp  in  North  Fork,  California,  until  the  end  of  the 
war. 

In  1945,  Rik  married  Virginia  Kinnisten  Walters 
in  Pasadena,  California.  With  their  two  sons,  Keith 
and  Carl,  they  moved  to  Arizona  in  1948.  In  1952, 
their  daughter,  Linnea,  was  born. 

Rik  was  an  associate  of  John  Sing  Tang,  a Phoenix 
architect,  for  36  years. 
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Two  things  most  improtant  to  Rik  were  his  long 
friendship  with  Ammon  Hennacy,  a Christian 
anarchist,  and  his  friendship  with  the  Hopi,  tradh 
tional  anarchists. 

Rik’s  interest  never  ceased  in  helping  refugees  from 
various  countries,  and  his  door  was  always  open  to 
friends  and  strangers.  He  died  from  complications  of  a 
massive  heart  attack  on  November  26,  1990  and  is 
deeply  missed  by  Phoenix  Meeting  and  ail  who  loved 
him. 


Advertisements 

All  ads  submitted  must  be  consistent  with  the  beliefs  and 
testimonies  of  Friends.  $.40  per  word.  Minimum  charge 
$8.00.  Add  10%  if  boxed.  ALL  ADS  MUST  BE  PREPAID, 
payment  accompanying  copy.  Graphic  services  available 
through  Friends  Bulletin.  Write  for  an  estimate.  Send  for 
information  sheet  with  prices  for  display  ads  and  me- 
chanical requirements.  Copy  deadline:  45  days  prior  to 
publication.  Publishing  of  advertisements  does  not  imply 
endorsement  by  Friends  Bulletin. 

Benefit  for  FCL  & FCNL 

Bernina  830  portable  sewing  machine,  excellent 
condition,  embroiders,  darns,  makes  buttonholes 
& monograms.  $500  — $250  to  FCL  & $250  to 
FCNL  Call  (415)387-5846. 

VACATION  RENTAL  — Kaua’i,  HI  — delightful 
cottages  — peace,  palms,  paradise.  $75/night. 
(808)  822-2321. 


FIFTH  ANNUAL  QUAKER  PEACE  TOUR  TO 
THE  SOVIET  UNION  and  CSCE  Human  Rights 
Conference  in  Moscow.  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
offers  a unique  opportunity  to  see  Kiev,  Moscow, 
Leningrad  and  Riga,  meet  the  people  in  their 
homes,  work  with  grass  roots  groups.  August 
28  - September  17,  1991.  Contact  Julie  Harlow, 
(916)  753-6826,  1163  Auburn  Dr.,  Davis,  CA 
95616. 


WASHINGTON  D.C.  VISIT?  Simple,  low-cost 
lodging  for  individuals  and  groups.  Seminar  plan- 
ning available.  Quaker  center  on  Capitol  Hill: 
William  Penn  House,  515  E.  Capitol  St.  SE, 
Washington,  D.C.  20003,  (202)  543-5560. 
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Friends  for  300  Words 

by  Diane  St.  Marie,  University  Meeting 

A flurry  of  activity  erupted  at  University  Friends 
Meeting  as  the  United  States  inexorably  moved 
toward  war  and  just  as  suddenly  fizzled  out  when  it 
“ended.” 

In  this  flurry  of  activity  were  impassioned  pleas  for 
meeting  to  be  at  the  forefront  of  marches,  CO 
counseling  and  sanctuary.  At  the  same  time  many 
spoke  saying  that,  unQuakerly  as  it  may  sound,  it  was 
necessary  to  use  force  to  stop  Saddam.  I heard  guilt, 
felt  others’  unexpressed  fear  and  wondered  how  a 
peace  community  had  come  to  lay  off  one  FCNL 
lobbyist  and  two  staff  people  last  summer.  I wondered 
if  collectively  we  were  using  our  power  effectively  and 
wisely. 

Quakers  have  developed  a three-pronged  approach 
to  peace  work.  1 ) grassroots  — the  meeting  for 
worship,  for  business,  for  seeking;  2)  FCNL  — the 
political  arm  that  accesses  the  power  brokers;  3) 

AFSC  — the  secular  arm  where  work  that  seeks  to 
empower  is  grounded  in  Quaker  concerns  and  process. 

Peace  marches,  rallies  and  letters  are  effective,  but 
they  don’t  put  the  participants  in  the  power  brokers’ 
decision-making  circle.  Why  didn’t  we  collectively 
hire  back  the  FCNL  lobbyist  plus  one  to  get  our 
message  in  the  decision  makers’  ears?  Why  do  AFSC 
programs  have  to  scrimp  and  limp  along?  Why  didn’t/ 
don’t  we  collectively  increase  funding  for  this  work? 
Why  aren’t  we  collectively  educating  ourselves  about 
nonviolent  strategies  so  we  know  what  is  meant  by 
these  words?  What  are  we  doing  individually  to  limit 
our  complicity  in  the  military  stance  our  government 
takes? 

The  shooting  is  over,  but  the  work  for  peace 
continues  as  before.  What  if  each  meeting  considered 
how  it  could  be  part  of  the  “peace”  negotiations  now 
going  on?  How  each  meeting  would  work  with  FCNL 
and  AFSC,  using  the  contacts,  connections  and 
recommendations  they  have  developed  to  impact 
public  opinion  and  government  policy?  Queries  could 
be  developed  to  assist  individual  and  group  discern- 
ment for  centered  responses  and  actions  for  peace 
building  and  maintenance  as  an  ongoing  part  of  our 
lives,  not  just  a reaction  in  time  of  war. 
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Yearly  Meeting 
Bates 

Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting 
Ft.  Lewis  College 
Durango,  CO 
June  12  - 16,  1991 

North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeeting 
Western  Montana  State  College 
Dillon,  MT 
July  25  - 28,  1991 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
Craig  Hall 
Chico,  CA 
August  4 - 10,  1991 


